
morphofes. 


Dry den. 


What' my noble colonel in metamorphofis / On what oc- 
cafion are you transformed ! Dry den’s Spamjh tryar. 

There are probable machines in epick poems, where the 
gods are no lefs adors than the men; but the left credible 
fort, fuch as meiamorphofes, are far more rare. Pope r ( yjj e y' 
2. It is applied, by Harvey , to the changes an animal un er¬ 
odes, both in its formation and growth; and by feveral to t e 
various fhapes feme infeds in particular pafs through, as the 

fllk-worm, and the like. _ - 

METAPHOR, n.f. [metaphore, Fr. fs.ilutpopcc.] l he appu 
' cation of a word to an ufe to which, in its original import, 
it cannot be put: as, he bridles his anger; he deadens the 
found; the fpring awakes the flowers. A metaphor is a 
-Cmile comprized in a word; the fpring putting in aflion the 
powers of Vegetation, which were torpid in the winter, zs 
X powers of a fleeping animal are excited by awaking him. 



MET 

cold into a folid body fuch as it was before, which is malleable 
under the hammer, and is of a bright, glofly, and glittering 
fubftance where newly cut or broken. The metals are fix in 
number: I. gold; 2. filver; 3. copper; 4. tin; 5. iron; 
and, o. lead ; of which gold is the heavieft, lead the fecond 
in weight, then filver, then copper, and iron is the lio-hteft 
except tin : loine have added mercury or quick filver to the 
number of metals ; but as it wants malleability, the criterion 
of metals , it is more properly ranked among the femi me- 

n ' Hill’s Mat. Med. 

Metal lifts -ufe a kind of terrace in their veflels for fining 
metals , that the melted metal run not out. Moxon. 

2 . Courage ; fpirit. In this fenfe it is more frequently written 
mettle. See Mettle. 

Being glad to find their companions had fo much metal, 
after a long debate the major part carried it. Clarendon. 

Upon this fignilication the following ambiguity is founded. 
Both kinds of metal, he prepar'd. 

Either to give blows or to ward; 

Courage and fteel both of great force. 

Prepar’d for better or for worfe. Hudibras, p. I. 

Metale'psis. n.f. [fztlocXn^/is.] A continuation of a trope in 
one word through a fuccefiion of fignilications. Bailey. 

MetaLlical. \ adj. [from metallum, Eat. met aliique, French. J 

MetaLlick. ) Partaking of metal; containing metal; 
confiding of metal. 

The antients obferving in that material a kind of metallical 
nature, or fufibility, feem to have refolved it to nobler ufe; 
an art now utterly loft. Wotton’s Architecture. 

The lofty lines abound with endlefs ftore 

Of min’ral treafure, and metallick oar. Blackmore. 

Metalli ferous. adj. [metallum and fero , Latin.] Producing 
metals. Diet. 

MetaLline. adj. [from metal ] 

1. Impregnated with metal. 

Metalline waters have virtual cold in them ; put therefore 
wood or clay into fmith’s water, and try whether it will not 
harden. Bacon’s Nat. Hift. N Q . 84. 

2. Confiding of metal. 

Though the quickfilver were brought to a very clofe and 
lovely metalline cylinder, not interrupted by interfperfed bub¬ 
bles, yet having caufed the air to be again drawn out of the 
receiver, feveral little bubbles difclofed themfe-lves. Boyle. 

Me'tallist. n.f. [from metal \ metallifte , Fr.j A worker in 
metals ; or (killed in metals. 

Metallifts ufe a kind of terrace in their veflels for fining 
metals, that the melted metal run not out; it is made of 
quick lime and ox blood. Moxon’s Mech. Exercifes. 

Me'tallography. n.f [ metallum and ypettpu.] An account 

or defeription of metals. Did. 

Metallurgist, n.f [metallum and ’ipyov.] A worker in me¬ 
tals. 

MetaLlurgy. n.f [metallum and ’ipyov.] The art of work¬ 
ing metals, or feparating them from their ore. 

To Metamo'rphose. v. a. [ metamorphofer , Fr. [Atlapoptpou.] 
To change the form or ihape of any thing. 

Thou, Julia, thou haft metamorphos’d me; 

Made me negleift my ftudies, lofe my time. Shakefpeare. 

They became degenerate and metamorphofed like Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar, who, though he had the face of a man, had the 
heart of a beaft. Davies on Ireland. 

The impoftibility to conceive fo great a prince and favou¬ 
rite fo fuddenly metamorphofsd into travellers, with no greater 
train, was enough to make any man unbelieve his five fenfes. 

Wottoris Buckingham. 

From fuch rude principles our form began; 

And earth was metamorphos’d into man. Dry den s Ovid. 

Metamo'RPHOSIS. n.f. [metamorphofe, Fr. [xi\a,<xbp<pu<ri$.] 
Transformation ; change of fhape. 

His whole oration flood upon a fhort narration, what was 
the caufer of this metamorphofis. 

Obfcene talk is grown fo common, that one would think 
we were fallen into an age of metamorphofis , and that the 
brutes did not only poetically but really fpeak. Gov. Tongue. 
The fifteenth book is the mafter-piece of the whole meta- 


1. 

2. 


MET 

The work of tragedy is on the paffions and in n r 1 
both of them abhor ftrong metaphors, in which the epS 
delights. Dryderis Ded. to Vs 

Metaphorical. ) adj. [rietaphorique, Fr. fromL/5 i 

Me'Tapho'rick. Not literal; not according**toVheVr! 
mitive meaning of the word; figurative. P 

. T , he words which were do continue;’ the only different 
IS, that whereas before they had a literal, they now have I 
metaphorical ufe. ft , 3 

Metaphrase, n.f. [>1 dtpfaa,;.] A mere verbal tranflation 
trom one language into another. 

This tranflation is not fo loofe as paraphrafe, nor fo clofp 
as metaphrafe. D / 

Metapkra'st. n.f. [metaphrafe, Fr. [xiJdtppxry;.] A literal 
tranflator; one who tranflates word for word from one lan¬ 
guage into another. 

Metaphysical. ) .. 

MetaphySick. \ acl T 

Verfed in metaphyficks; relating to metaphyficks. 

In Shakefpeare it means fupernatural or preternatural. 

Hie thee hither, 

To chaftife with the valour of my tongue 
All that impedes thee from the golden round, 

Which fate, and metaphyfical aid, doth feem 

To have crown’d thee withal. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Metaphy'sick. In.f [metaphyftque, Fr. /j,elot(pv<rixii.] On- 

Metaphy'sicks. $ tology ; the do&rine of the general af¬ 
fections of fubftances exifting. 

The mathematicks and the metaphyficks , 

Fab to them as you find your ftomach ferves you. Shakefp, 

Call her the metaphyficks of her fex, 

And fay file tortures wits, as quartans vex 
Phyficians. Cleaveland. 

If fight be caufed by intromiffion, or receiving in,, the form 
of contrary fpecies fhould be received confufedly together, 
which how abfurd it is, Ariftotle fhews in his metaphyficks. 

Peacham on Drawing 

See phyflck beg the Stagyrite’s defence ! 

See metaphyfick call for aid on fenfe ! Pope’s Dunciad. 

The topicks of ontology or metaphyfick, are caufe, effect, 
aCtion, paffion, identity, oppofition, fubjeCt, adjunCt, and 
ftgn. Wntss Logick. 

Meta'physis. n.f. [[Ailcotpuag.] Transformation; metamor¬ 
phofis. Dili. 

MeTapla-SM. n.f. [fJcelci7rXa<r(xog.] A figure in rhetorick, 
wherein words or letters are tranlpofed contrary to their na¬ 
tural order. Dili. 

Meta'stasis. n.f [/uflotrc&nf.] Tranflation or removal. 

His difeafe was a dangerous afthma ; the caufe remetaftafis , 
or tranflation of tartarous humours from his joints to his 
Jungs. Harvey on Confumptions. 

Metata'rsal. adj. [from metatarfus .J Belonging to the me- 
tatarfus. 

The bones of the toes, and part only of the metatarfal 
bones, may be carious ; in which cafe cut off only fo much 
of the foot as is difordered. Sharp’s Surgery. 

Metata'rsus. n.f [pvroc and rocpcog.] The middle of the 
foot, which is compofed of five fmall bones connected to 
thofe of the firft part of the foot. . Dip. 

The conjunction is called fynarthrofis, as in the joining 
the tarfus to the metatarfus. Wifeman’s Surgery. 

Meta'thesis. n.f [[Asloc$e< r*ff.] A tranfpofition. 

To Mete. v. a. [metier, Latin.] To meafure; to reduce to 
meafure. 

I will divide Shechem, and mete the valley of Succoth. rjal. 
To meafure any diftance by a line, apply feme known 
meafure wherewith to mete it. Holder. 

Though you many ways purfue 
To find their length, you’ll never mete the true. 

But thus ; take all that fpace the fun 

Metes out, when every daily round is run. f eec * 

Metewand. I n.f [mete and yardi or wand.] A flair 0 acei 

Meteyard. J tain length wherewith meafures are ta en. 

A true touchftone, a fure metewand lieth before their eyes. 

Afcham s Schooltnq/let. 

Ye fhall do no unrighteoufnefs in meteyard ,, weight, or 
meafure ^ ev - XIX * 35' 

To Metempsycho'se. v. a. [from metempfyehofis .] To trail 
flate from body to body. A word not received. 

The fouls of ufurers after their death, Lucian affirm 
be metempfyehofed , or tranflated into the bodies of 
there remain certain years, for poor 

worth out of their bones. r • nation 

Metempsycho'sis. n.f. ihetlt 0 

of fouls from body to body. . 0 f 

From the opinion of mitempfychofis.ox tnnfw i g 
the fouls of men into the bodies of beafts, mod 
their human condition, after his death Orpheui, fo 

became a fwan. f Anfbo“’«h'ait 

Me'teok. n.f [meteors, Fr. ftiltupa.] Any bodies 

or fkv that are of a flux and tranfitory nature. ^ 
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Look’d he or red, or pale, or fad, or merrily ? 

What obfervation mad’ft thou in this cafe, 

Of his heart’s meteors tilting in his face ? ' 

She beean to caft with herfelf from what coaft this blazin 0 
ftar muft rife upon the horizon of Ireland ; for there had the 
like, meteor ftrong influence before. Bacon s Henry VII. 

Thefe burning fits but meteors be, 

Whofe matter in thee foon is fpent: 

Thy beauty, and all parts which are in thee, 

Are an unchangeable firmament. Donne. 

Then flaming meteors, hung in air, were feen, 

And thunders rattled through a fkv ferene. Dry den’s JEn. 

Why was I rais’d the meteor of the world, 

Hung in the fkies, and blazing as I travelled, 

Till'all my. fires were fpent; and then caft downward 
To be trod out by Caefar ? Dry den’s All for Love. 

O poet, thou hadft been difereteer, 

Hanging the monarch’s hat fo high. 

If thou hadft dubb’d thy ftar a meteor. 

Which did but blaze, and rove, and die. _ Prior. 
Meteorological, adj. [from meteorology .] Relating to the 
doCtrine of meteors. 

Many others are confiderable in meteorological divinity. 

Brown’s Vulgar Err ours, b. vii. 
Make difquifition whether thefe unufual lights be new- 
come guefts, or old inhabitants in heaven, or meteorological 
impreffions not tranfeending the upper region, or whether to 
be ranked among celeftial bodies. Howel’s Vocal Foreft. 

MeteoroLogist. n.f. [from meteorology.] A man (killed in 
meteors, or ftudious of them. 

The meteorologifs obferve, that amongft the four elements 
which are the ingredients of all fublunary creatures, there is 
a notable correfpondency. Howel’s Vocal Foref. 

MeteoroLogy. n.f. [peltupoc and xlyu.] The do&rine of 
meteors. 

In animals we deny not a natural meteorology, or innate 
prefentation of wind and weather Browns Vulgar Err ours. 
Mete'orous. adj. [from meteor.] Having the nature of a me¬ 
teor. 

From the o’er hill 

To their fixt ftation, all in bright array, 

The cherubim defeended, on the.ground 
Gliding .meteor ous, as ev’ning milt, 

Ris’n from a river. Milton’s Par. Loft, b. xih 

Me'ter. n.f. [from mete.] A meafurer: as, a coal rmeter, a 
lan Ammeter. 

•Methe'glin. n.f [meddyglyn,. Welfh, from medd and glyn, 
glutinare ait Minfhew, vel a medclyg medicus & llyn potus 
quia potus medicinalis.J Drink made of honey boiled with 
water and fermented. 

White handed miftrefs, one fweet word with thee. 

•—Honey, and milk, and fugar, there is three. 

—Nay then two treys ; and if you grow fo nice, 

Mcthegl'in, wort, and malmfey. Shakefpeare. 

T’ allay the ftrength and hardnefs of the wine. 

And with old Bacchus new metheglin join. Dryden. 

Me'thinks, verb imperfonal. [me and thinks. This is ima¬ 
gined to be a Norman corruption, the French being apt to 
confound me and /.] I think ; it feems to me ; mefeems. 
See Meseems, which is more ftriaiy grammatical, though 
lefs in ufe. Methinks was ufed even by thofe who ufed like- 
wife mefee-ms » 

In all ages poets have been had in fpecial reputation, and, 
methinks, not without great caufe ; for, befides their fweet 
inventions, and moft witty lays, they have always ufed to fet 
forth the praifes of the good and virtuous. Spenfer on Ireland. 

it he choole out feme expreffion which does not vitiate the 
lenie, I fuppofe he may ftretch his chain to fuch a latitude • 
but by innovation of thoughts, methinks , he breaks it. Dryd 
I here is another circumftance, which, methinks, gives us 
a very high idea of the nature of the foul, in regard to what 
pafTes in dreams, that innumerable multitude and variety of 
.dens which then arife in her. Addin’* Sped. N->. 487. 
Mttbinns already I your tears furvey. p./ 

ME'THOD. n.f [Jethode, Fr. ^J.l P °^ 

Method, taken in the largeft fenfe, implies the placing- of 
feveral things, or performing feveral operations in fuc^an 
order as ts moft convenient to attain fome end. Warn 

lo fee wherein the harm which they feel confifteth the 

feeds fiom which it fprang, and the method of curing it’ be 
longeth to a fkill the ftudy whereof is full of toil S a nd the 
practice befet with difficulties. jr \ , the 

If you will jeft with me know my af pe a, * V ’ 

And fafhion your demeanour to my looks, 
r will beat this method in your feonce r. 

Notwithftanding a faculty be born wfth' E y uc “<ton. 

S 1 h wflfb[°U7y ulce'f - and U Td7r n% i ‘’ S,an ^ ^ th °« 
METHO'DiCAL. adi JmetW"' F S N». 409. 

or proceeding in due or juft ? orde^ r ' method -'\ R ™ged 
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The obfervations follow one another without that method, f- 
cal regularity requifite in a profe author. Addifon s Sped. 

He can take a body to pieces, and difpofe of them where 
he pleafes ; to us, perhaps, not without the appearance of 
irretrievable confufion; but, with refpedt to his own know- 
leo-e, into the moft regular and methodical repofitories. Rogers. 
Let me appear, great Sir, I pray. 

Methodical in what I fay. Addifon’s Rofamon. 

Methodically, adv. [from methodical.] According to me¬ 
thod and order. 

All the rules of painting are methodically , concifely, and 
clearly delivered in this treatife. Dryden’s Dufrefnoy. 

To begin methodically, I fhould enjoin you travel; for ab- 
fence doth remove the caufe, removing the objedf. Suckling. 
To Me'thodise. v. a. [from method.] To regulate; to dif¬ 
pofe in order. 

Refolv’d his unripe vengeance to defer. 

The royal fpy retir’d unfeen, 

To brood in fecret on his gather’d fpleen, 

And methodize revenge. Dryden’s Boccacel 

The man who does not know how to methodife his thoughts, 
has always a barren fuperfluity of words; the fruit is loft: 
amidft the exuberance of leaves. Spectator, N°. 476. 

One who brings with him any obfervations which he has 
made in his reading of the poets, will find his own reflec¬ 
tions methodized and explained, in the works of a good 
critick. Addifon’s Sped. N°. 291. 

Thofe rules of old difeover’d, not devis’d. 

Are nature ftill, but nature methodis’d . Pope. 

Me'thodist. n.f. [from method.] 

1. A phyfician who pradlifes by theory. 

Our warieft phyficians, not only chemifts but methodiftsy 
give it inwardly in feveral conftitutions and diftempers. Boyle. 

2. One of a new kind of puritans lately arifen, fo called from 
their profeffion to live by rules afid in conftant method. 

Metho'ught, the preterite of methinks. See Methinks and 
Meseems. I thought; it appeared to me. I know not 
that any author has mefeemed, though it is more grammati¬ 
cal, and deduced analogically from mefeems. 

Methought, a ferpent eat my heart away. 

And you fat finding at his cruel prey. Shakefpeare a 

Since I fought 
By pray’r th’ offended deity t’ appeafe ; 

Kneel’d, and before him humbl’d all my heart. 

Methought, I faw him placable, and mild. 

Bending his ear: perfuafion in me grew 

That I was -heard with favour; peace return’d 

Home to my breaft; and to my memory 

His promife, “ That thy feed ihall bruife our foe.” Milt. 

In thefe 

I found not what, methought, I wanted ftill. Milton , 

Methought I flood on a wide river’s bank, 

T\iT I muft needs o’erpafs, but knew not how. Dryden. 

Metony'mical. adj. [from metonymy.] Put by metonymy for 
fomething elfe. ' 3 

M ^ir ALL " a ^ V ' ^ roia metonymical .] By metonymy ; 

The difpofition of the coloured body, as that modifies the 

H • m i ay be , Cal ! ed tbe name a colour metonymically. or 
efficiently; that is, in regard of its turning the light that re- 

cuTar cofou" * “ ^ thl ° Ugh ;t > int ° th ^P a “- 

M caf? NYi |f Y ' Wh t metm y m ‘ e ’ Fr - A rhetori- 

ter f^lh’ by Wh ‘ Ch °? 6 WOrd is put for another, as the mat- 
Th ^ he d “ d hJ>*‘l, that is, byafword 

, r , h . e y d ‘^ er onl y as caufe and effeeft, which by a mttmnn 

other." 1 aU fOTtS ° f auth0rs ’ are fre< l uentl y put one for an- 

M The P ftudv 0 of 'oh /' ^ meto t' J f u P le , Fr. y-rioirro-i and <ncs'lL.] 
l tie ltudy of phyfiognomy ; the art of knowino- the chanc 

M ‘T4° f p men X tHe countcnan ce. g CharaC ' 

For the metre fake, fome words be driven awrv 
qune a ftraighter placing in plain profe. Ajchain’s Schoolma 9 ^ 

He taught his Romans in much better ^ re ^ 
To laugh at fools. 5 

Metrical, adj. [metricus, Latin; metrique, Fr I 

to metre or numbers * 3 ’J ertaining 

country or diftridf. y ne chle * Clt 7 of any 

His eye difeovers unaware 
The goodly profpea of fome foreign land 

Wkh Vm 0r r T e renown ’ d 

a 1 ermg fpires and pinnacles adorn’d. Miltor 

P j 1. . uc d Iil eyeful watch Milton , 

Round their metropolis at/, , 

We flopped at Pavia tW Milton s Par. Loft, b. x, 

kingdom, but at prefen,’ a pc^rT* jff 

Metropolitan, 










































































































































































































